
HAZARD
Cherie Berry, Commissioner of Labor

1-800-625-2267 www.nclabor.com

Since January 2010, three North Carolina arborists have been killed
and one sustained serious injuries:

• On Jan. 5, an employee working in a tree with a chainsaw was 
severely cut, lost consciousness and was fatally injured when he
was struck by the limb he had been cutting.

• On Feb. 16, an employee was rappelling from 45 feet high after 
completing tree trimming operations, when his equipment 
malfunctioned, causing serious injuries to his upper body.

• On Feb. 18, an employee was felling a diseased/dying tree when
he was fatally struck in the side of the head with a tree limb.

• On March 2, an employee was trimming a tree and fell 75 feet to 
his death.

What do arborists do?

Arborists trim and fell trees as part of maintaining healthy vegetation
and to clear utility right-of-ways.

Why are these activities hazardous?

These tasks require working with the following changeable conditions:

• At elevated positions with naturally uneven and unstable walking
and working surfaces

• With power equipment and sharp hand tools

• In damp and wet environments

• With overhead hazards

• In cold or hot environmental conditions

• With potential electrical contact

Preventing falls and struck-by accidents

Falls and struck-by accidents can be reduced or eliminated with the
following:

• Pre-planning of work activities with discussions of possible hazards

• Utilization of engineering controls, such as equipment guards 
and hydraulic lifts rather than ladders or rappelling

• Properly selected, utilized and maintained safety equipment, such
as hard hats, chaps, fall protection harnesses and lanyards

Relevant OSHA standards

Relevant OSHA standards for the tree care industry include the 
following:

• 29 CFR 1910.25 Portable wood ladders

• 29 CFR 1910.26 Portable metal ladders

• 29 CFR 1910.66 Appendix C, Personal Fall Arrest System

• 29 CFR 1910.67 Vehicle mounted elevating and rotatin work
platforms

• 29 CFR 1910.132 Eye and face protection

• 29 CFR 1910.135 Head protection

• 29 CFR 1910.242 Hand and portable power tools and 
equipment, general

• 29 CFR 1910.243 Guarding of portable powered tools

• 29 CFR 1910.266 Logging operations

• 29 CFR 1910.333 Selection and use of work practices

Available resources

Arborist Safety Checklist—Health and Safety Requirements for
Arborists in North Carolina, Southern Chapter of the International
Society of Arboriculture in partnership with the N.C. Department of
Labor, 2002.

Many of the work-related hazards and protective measures may be
found on the Safety and Health Topics: Tree Care Industry section of
the OSHA Web site at www.osha.gov/SLTC/treecare/index.html.

The OSH Division’s Consultative Service Bureau provides free
services to employers around the state. See the NCDOL Web site at
www.nclabor.com/osha/consult/consult.htm for information about
this program and to download a request form.

Disclaimer

This industry alert provides general information about the hazards
associated with the tree care industry. This document is not intended
to be a substitute for the compliance with the requirements of any
applicable OSH standards.

Occupational Safety and Health Division
1101 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1101

Tree Care Industry: Job Planning, Equipment Inspection and 
Maintenance Are Essential to Employee Safety
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